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Ta the Readers’ Forum:

The Family Health Care Decsion Act was first inbroduced in the New York State Legislature In 1954 and
still awaits passage, 1t has been reintroduced this session as Senate BIE #03164. While New York State
has failed to protect its citizens, 47 other states have enacted similar lass to deal with this cormplex issue,
It would enabla family members to act as a surragate and b decide aboul treatment for inCapacitaed
leved ones wha have mot signed & health care proxy

Dwer 75,000 people die anmally in New York health care institutions and only 20 percent of them fave a
health care proxy. Most people are also unaware that current law probibits pareats of chiléren over the
aga of 18 from making health care decisions for their son or daughter If they become Incapadtated,

The Farmily Health Care Decision Ad provides legal authority for & decisien-making system Chat effectively
batances empowerment of 8 surrogate and adequate protectons for 8n incapacitated patient. Tha Act
specifically establishes procedures for honoring patient wishes, while at the same time Invalving family
ardd Inved pnos in decision-making far & persan unable to make their own health care choices.

Blease enrourage your stabe representataves b suppart this important plece of legislation when & is
considarad again this year 20 that sl fitizens of the State of New York recalve the protections they
deserve, Most importantly, complete a health care proxy and ensure that all members of your lamily aver
age eightean hawve one.

Caral L. Mahoney
Chied Executive Diflcar
HemmeCare B Hospice

Dlean
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