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Price you pay beginning 1/1/09

Individual NYSSCPA Member 

$2,995

$1,795

Firm/ Company

Sign up for FAE’s premier CPE discount program—now with more offers!

The POP Pass entitles you to attend up to 
10 seminars or conferences from
September 4, 2008, through August 31,
2009, at a discounted price. Since the
POP Program expires August 31, 2009,
all registrations must be received and
processed by August 17, 2009. Other
restrictions apply. For details, see attached
POP Pass Administrative and Registration
Guidelines, or visit our website at
www.nysscpa.org.

Purchase a Pay-One-Price (POP) Pass now and receive FREE podcasts highlighting 
“Federal Tax Updates” through August 31, 2009.

Follow these easy steps to enroll today:
Visit www.nysscpa.org for a registration form,
and return it with payment to the address 
indicated, or fax it to FAE at 212-719-3365.
Or call 800-537-3635 to enroll by phone. FAE

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a c c o u n t i n g

e d u c a t i o n

FAE
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a c c o u n t i n g

e d u c a t i o n

Have You Signed Up for POP yet? Call 800-537-3635 to get yours today.

2009 Estate Administration Conference 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009
FAE Conference Center 
3 Park Avenue, 19th Floor
New York, NY 10016

Addressing essential issues for tax
professionals so that your clients can
put their trust in your hands.

Conference Curriculum:

Hot Topics and Current Developments in Estate and Trust
Administration—Catherine Grevers Schmidt, JD, Partner, 
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler, LLP

Trusts with Passive Activities—David R. Nave, Senior Vice
President and Tax Director, Pitcairn Trust Company

Filing Requirements for Charitable Trusts and Estates—
Carl DiStefano, Assistant Attorney General and Section Chief,
Charities Bureau, Office of the New York State Attorney General

Fiduciary Accounting-Fiduciary Responsibility / Fiduciary Role 
in Foreclosure Actions—Michael P. Ryan, Esq., Attorney Referee,
Nassau County Surrogate’s Court

Gift Tax Issues—Bruce D. Steiner, Esq., Kleinberg, Kaplan, 
Wolff & Cohen, P.C.

Pre Mortem Estate Planning—Lee A. Snow, Esq., Partner, 
Krass, Snow & Schmutter, P.C.

Course Code: 25608911
Member Fee: $300
Nonmember Fee: $400 
CPE Credit Hours: 8
Field of Study: Taxation

For more information, please visit www.nysscpa.org or call 800-537-3635.

By PAUL A. METZLER 

B enjamin Franklin observed in a
1789 letter to French physicist
Jean-Baptiste Leroy that “in this

world nothing can be said to be certain,
except death and taxes.”  

This witticism has survived the test of
time, and for good reason. As your clients
hurry to get their tax documents together,
it’s also a good time to remind them to get
their other important paperwork in order.

April 16—the day after the national tax
deadline—has been established as National
Healthcare Decisions Day (NHDD) to
encourage every American to complete
advance directives, healthcare choices writ-
ten in advance so that medical caregivers
and family members will know what choic-
es the person wants if unable to communi-
cate those wishes. 

If you are age 18 or older in New York
state, your family and friends are not auto-
matically allowed to make decisions for
you if you are unable to do so. This is why
the legal authority provided by advance
directives documents is so important. While
older citizens often complete these docu-
ments during routine hospital admissions, it
is important for young adults to take the
initiative and complete advance directives.
Accidents and other emergencies can sud-
denly place anyone of any age in a vulnera-
ble state. 

There are two important forms of
advance directives: a “health care proxy”
identifies the person(s) selected to speak on
your behalf if you are unable to make those
wishes known during a medical emergency.
A “living will” documents what kinds of
medical treatments you would or would not
want at the end of life.  

Many national groups, including the
American Association of Retired Persons,
the American Medical Association, the
American Bar Association, the National
Hospice and Palliative Care Association
and the National Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys are participating in this year’s
event. 

To share information with your clients,
please point them to DecideYourCare.Org
(www.decideyourcare.org) or request litera-
ture from DYC.Org to give to them with
their tax filing papers. DYC.Org is a non-
profit alliance of metro-NYC healthcare
and community organizations promoting
advance healthcare decision making. Its
Web site features information about the
U.S. Living Will Registry, which is a free
service through the New York Legal
Assistance Group to register and electroni-
cally store advance directives, making them

available 24 hours a day to health care
providers nationwide.

Nothing prevents the predictable certain-
ty of taxes and the ultimate inevitability of
death. Yet members of the New York State
Society of CPAs can use their trusted rela-
tionship with tax clients to educate and
encourage the importance of advance direc-
tives.

Paul A. Metzler is vice president of
DecideYourCare.org, a coalition nonprofit
organizations dedicated to promoting
advance healthcare decision-making. He
can be reached at 212 609-1979 or
paul.metzler@vnsny.org.

Of Death and Taxes


